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United States-Mexico

 Border Binational Health Week

“Families in Action for Health”

October 9-13, 2006
Summary

· On July 24, 2000, an Agreement between the United States of America and the United Mexican States established the United States – México Border Health Commission (BHC).  U.S. President George W. Bush thereafter signed an Executive Order on December 21, 2004 to designate the BHC as a public international organization with limited provisions for the purposes of the International Organizations Immunities Act.

· The BHC’s mission is to provide international leadership to optimize health and quality of life along the United States-México border.  Its primary goals are to (1) institutionalize a domestic focus on border health that can transcend political changes, and; (2) create an effective venue for binational discussion to address the public health issues and problems affecting the United States-México border populations.  
· The celebration of Border Binational Health Week during the 2nd week of October 2006 (October 9-13) is a partnership of the United States - México Border Health Commission; Commission Outreach Offices; U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; México Secretariat of Health; Pan American Health Organization; the ten U.S.-México Border States; and the United States – México Border Health Association.

· Theme:  Families in Action for Health
· The goal of Border Binational Health Week 2006 is to promote sustainable partnerships to address border health problems.  Intended outcomes include increased community and inter-agency networking relationships, increased information sharing and educational opportunities, and increased awareness of BHC and other state and local initiatives.

· Activities during Border Binational Health Week will include forums on border health research, border public health promotion policies and tobacco policies, other technical workshops on health information systems or disease-specific issues, a variety of cross-border health related activities and events, and other activities sponsored by public health and health care agencies.  Additional information on Border Binational Health Week may be found at http://www.borderhealth.org.






U.S.-Mexico Border Binational Health Week

1 of 1

